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A SLOW HOVING COLD FRONT PRODUCED STRONG THUNDERSTORMS THAT DROPPED SUBSTANTIAL 
AMOUNTS OF PRECIPITATION ON MUCH OF THE ABNORMALLY DRY AREA OF MINNESOTA, 
WESTERN WISCONSIN, EASTERN IOWA, NORTHERN ILLINOIS, AND NORTHERN MISSOURI. 
FARTHER SOUTH, TROPICAL STORM BERYL AND ITS REMNANTS BROUGHT BENEFICIAL RAINS TO 
THE LOWER MISSISSIPPI VALLEY (SEE U.S. WEEKLY WEATHER HIGHLIGHTS). FOR AN 
UPDATE ON THE DROUGHT, REFER TO THE SPECIAL CLIMATE SUMMARY. 
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This Bulletin is issued weekly by the Climate Analysis Center and is 
designed to indicate, in a brief, concise format, current surface climatic 
conditions in the United States and around the world. The Bulletin contains: 


Highlights of major global climatic events and anomalies. 

U.S. climatic conditions for the previous week. 

U.S. apparent temperatures (sutiiner) or wind chill (winter). 
Global two-week temperature anomalies. 

Global four-week precipitation anomalies. 

Global monthly temperature and precipitation anomalies. 

Global three-month precipitation anomalies (once a month). 
Global twelve-month precipitation anomalies (every 3 months). 
Global temperature anomalies for winter and summer seasons. 
Special climate summaries, explanations, etc. (as appropriate). 


Most analyses contained, in this Bulletin are based on preliminary, 
unchecked data received at the Center via the Global Telecommunication System. 
Similar analyses based on final, checked data are likely to differ to some 
extent from those presented here. 

To receive copies of the Bulletin or change mailing address, write to: 


Climate Analysis Center, W/NMC53 
Attention: Weekly Climate Bulletin 
NOAA, National Weather Service 
Washington, DC 20233 
Phone: (301) -763-8071 



GLOBAL HIGHLIGHTS 


MAJOR CUMATIC EVENTS AND ANOHALIES AS OF AUGUST 13, 1988 
{Approximate duration of anomalies is in brackets.) 


1. Utttead Staceg attd Canada : 

HOT AND DRY CONDITIONS CONTINUE, * 
UnusuAlly v&m conditions persisted in the north 
centre! end northeestern United Stetes with 
teaperetures es Much es 5,8®C (10.4®?) ebove 
norael in New England. Some erees hed heavy 
precipitation. Up to 147.3 an (5.8 Inches) was 
reported in the upper Great Lakes region and up to 
233,7 HI (9.2 inches) fell in the central Gulf 
States. Little or no precipitation » generally less 
than 14.7 am (0.58 inch), fell elsewhere. See U.S. 
Weekly Weather Highlights for more details [22 
weeks dry - 15 weeks warm] . 

2. China : 

HIGHLY VARIABLE PRECIPITATION PATTERNS PERSIST, 
While parts of north central and south central 
China were Inundated with torrential do%mpours of 
as Much as 309.0 an (12.17 Inches) of rain, much 
of eastern and southeastern China remained 
abnormally dry with precipitation amounts 
generally below 17.0 an (0.87 Inch) [10 weeks]. 


3. Southern E urope and Northfein 

• AREA REMAINS UNUSUALLY HOT. 

Temperatures averaged as- much as 7.6®C (13.7®F) 
above normal as the heat wave persists [7 weeks]. 

4. AfElsa: 

VERY WARM CONDITIONS EASE. 

Temperatures returned to near normal except for 
above normal temperatures In eastern South Africa 
[Ending at 2 weeks], 

5. MUyIa: 

CONTINUED UNUSUALLY COOL, 

Temperatures as much as 3.3®C (5.9®F) below normal 
were very comnon across the region as the cold 
spell persisted [6 weeks]. 

SfiftRland: 

HEAVY RAINS DIMINISH. 

Near normal or below normal rainfall was reported 
last week as unusually wet conditions ended [Ended 
at 6 weeks]. 



Approxlsuitm locafioiis of the mjor anomalies and events described above are shown on 
this map. See the other world nape in this Bnllet in for current two-^week temperacure 
aftomailest four*week preeipitatlon anomallest and (occasionally ) longer*term anomalies. 
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U.S. WEEKLY WEATHER HIGHLIGHTS 

FOR THE WEEK OF AUGUST 7 THROUGH AUGUST 13. 1988 


Torrential showers and thunderstorms 
fro® tropical storm Beryl brought heavy 
rainfall to portions of the central Gulf 
Coast and lower Mississippi Valley as 
Beryl formed Inland over Louisiana's Lake 
Pontchartrain, slowly drifted 
southeastwards Into the Gulf of Mexico off 
the coasts of Mississippi and Louisiana, 
then tracked to the northwest and 
dissipated over western Louisiana and 
northeastern Texas (see Figure 1). 
Significant precipitation also fell along 
the coasts of southwestern and 
southeastern Florida, from the central 
North Carolina coast southward to 
northeastern Florida In association with a 
tropical disturbance, in south-central 
Maine, extreme southeastern Alaska, at 
Hilo,* Hawaii, and on parts of the central 
Great Plains, upper Midwest, and western 
Com Belt regions as a slow-moving cold 
front produced strong thunderstorms (see 
front cover. Table 1). Weekly totals 
exceeded 6.0 inches along the Mississippi, 
Alabama, southwestern Florida, and south- 
central North Carolina coasts, while 
amounts between 4 and 6 inches were found 
at stations in southern Louisiana, extreme 
southeastern Okl ahona, north-central 
Kansas, and In central Minnesota according 
to the River Forecast Centers* Light to 
moderate precipitation was observed In 
central Oregon, throughout much of the 
Great Plains from eastern Montana and 
North Dakota southward to New Mexico and 
central Texas, and at a majority of the 
locations in the Midwest, Great Lakes, New 
England, and the Gulf and Southern 
Atlantic coastal states* Little or no 
rainfall was measured In the normally dry 
western U*S«, and In the central Rockies, 


southern Texas, western New York, and fro® 
northeastern Louisiana northeastward to 
New Jersey. 

Unseasonably hot and humid conditions 
continued throughout the eastern half of 
the nation, most notably in the southern 
Great Plains, Great Lakes, Ohio Valley, 
New England, and mid-Atlantic regions, as 
high pressure dominated the area and 
inhibited the southward and eastward 
progression of cooler air fro® Canada* 
Departures of +9 to +11®F prevailed in the 
Middle Mississippi Valley, Great Lakes, 
and New England areas (see Table 2), while 
temperatures averaged between 4 and B^F 
above normal In the upper Midwest, 
southern half of the Great Plains, 
Tennessee and Ohio Valleys, and mid- 
Atlantic regions. The northern thirds of 
the Rockies and the Great Plains, the High 
Plains, Southeast, and Hawaii were 
generally near to slightly above normal* 
Highs surpassing 100®F were plentiful from 
southern Texas northward to eastern 
Nebraska, Iowa, and western Illinois, in 
the Dakotas, and In the normally hot 
desert Southwest and Interior California 
(see Figure 2). Elsewhere, readings in 
the mid to upper nineties were common at 
most stations east of the Mississippi 
River. Cooler weather continued In 
sections of the western and southwestern 
U.S. as departures of -4 to -8®F were 
located In much of Callfronia, southern 
Nevada, and western Utah (see Table 3). 
Slightly below noraal temperatures 
occurred along the Pacific Northwest 
toast. In the southern Rockies, along the 
central Gulf and eastern Florida coasts, 
and throughout most of Alaska. 


VEEKLY WEATHER FEATURES 

WEEK ENDING AUGUST 13. 1988 





1 TABLE 1. Selected 

stations with 

two and one-half or more 

Inches of 1 

precipitation for ttw veek. 



Hllo/Lyman* Hawaii, 

HI 

11.59 

A1 exandr 1 a/Engl and AFB , 

U 

3.33 

Biloxi/Keesler AFB, 

MS 

B.97 

Valparaiso/Eglin, FL 


3.14 

Cherry Point, FL 


7.56 

Columbia, SC 


3.00 

Hibbing, HN 


7.06 

Annette Island, AK 


2.99 

Koblle, At 


5.96 

Pensacola NAS, FL (NPA) 


2.99 

New Bern, NC 


5.30 

Duluth, MN 


2.95 

Alexandria, HN 


S.18 

Pensacola, FL (PNS) 


2.91 

Lafayette, LA 


5.04 

Jacksonville, FL 


2.82 

Yakutat, AK 


4.76 

St. Cloud, HN 


2.76 

Fort Myers, FL 


3.78 

Gwinn/Sawyer AFB, MI 


2.76 

Lake Charles, LA 


3.56 

New Orleans NAS, LA 


2.71 

Park Falls, WI 


3.54 

Shreveport, LA 


2.64 

Savannah, GA 


3.53 

Tampa, FL 


2.64 

Baton Rouge, LA 


3.51 

North Platto, NE 


2.63 

Port Arthur, TX 


3.45 

Saginaw, MI 


2.63 

Panaaa City/Tyndall 

FL 

3.36 

Eau Claire, WI 


2.50 

1 TABLE 2. Selected stations with teaiperatures averaging greater than 

8®F 

ABOVE normal 

for the week. 




SLatliia 

TPtPHwl ASSl{**F) Station TDeoW.1 

AvoTt^f) 

Portland, ME 

♦ 11 

79 

New York/La Guardla, NY 

♦9 

85 

Lebanon, NH 

♦ 11 

78 

Ottumwa, lA 

+9 

84 

Newark, N4 

♦10 

86 

South Bend, IN 

♦9 

81 

Boston/Logan, HA 


83 

Detroit, MI 

♦9 

81 

Providence, RI 

+10 

82 

Isllp. NY 

♦9 

81 

Hartford, CT 

+10 

82 

Albany, NY 

♦9 

79 

Lansing, MI 

♦10 

79 

Hint, MI 

♦9 

79 

Augusta, ME 

♦10 

79 

Glens Falls. NY 

♦9 

78 

Worcester, HA 

♦10 

79 

Bangor, ME 

♦9 

77 

Concord, NH 

♦10 

78 

Rumford, ME 

♦9 

75 

Burlington, VT 

♦10 

78 

Houghton Lake, MI 

♦9 

75 

Hontpelier, VT 

♦10 

75 

Caribou, HE 

♦9 

73 

St. Louis, HO 

♦ 9 

87 

, ^ 



TABLE 3. Selected stations with temperatures averaging greater than 

30p 

BELOW normal 

for the week. 





BteaMil AwT(»fl station TOtcM 

4yal(^n 

Delta, UT 

-B 

68 

Imperial, CA 

-4 

88 

Paso Robles, CA 

-7 

67 

Las Vegas, KV 

-4 

85 

Big Delta, AK 

-7 

50 

Oaggett/BBrstow, CA 

-4 

84 

Stockton, CA 

•6 

71 

Marysville, CA 

-4 

74 

Settles. AK 

-E 

51 

Long Beach, CA 

-4 

71 

Blythe, CA 

-S 

89 

Sacramento, CA 

-4 

71 

Bakersfield, CA 

-5 

78 

Callonte, NV 

-4 

71 

Ely, NV 

-5 

62 

Cedar City, UT 

-4 

69 

Heacham, OR 

-s 

58 




- : . 3 : •: • - 









Highs surpassed 100°F in parts of the Great Plains and Midwest, and reached into 
the nineties elsewhere in the eastern third of the countT7 (Figure 2), while 
weekly maximum temperatures AVERAGED more than 90° F throughout a large majority 
of the United States (bottom). 


fiUERFlGE DAILY MAXIMUM TEMPERATURE (“F) 



Oppressive heat and humidity afflicted most of the eastern half of the U.S. as 
apparent temperatures topped the century mark at least once last week (top), 
while the desert Southwest, southern Great Plains, and Middle Mississippi Valley 
maximum apparent temperatures averaged over 100°F (bottom). 


HUERAGE DAILY MAXIMIM APPARENT TEMPERATURE ("F) 
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The precipitation departures since April 1, however, are still exceeding eight Inches in many 
locations, and deficiencies greater than 12 Inches are found In parts of eastern Iowa, northern Illinois, 
and northern Florida (see Figure 3). Continued above normal rainfall for several more weeks/months over 
the eastern half of the U.S., especially in the aforementioned regions, is still required to substantially 
ameliorate long-term moisture deficits and hydrological impacts. 



Figure 3. Precipitation departures from normal since April 1, 1988. Only isopleths of -4, -8, and -12 
inches are depicted. Deficits exceeding 12 inches still exist in parts of the Midwest and South. 
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